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EXPORT SUMMARY 


Export value for horticultural products during April slipped to $209 million, 
14 percent below April 1983. Factoring heavily into the poor monthly showing 
were disappointing sales of fresh citrus, apples, canned fruit, citrus juice 
and raisins. Export movement of fresh grapefruit to the European Community 
and oranges to Hong Kong and the EC dipped sharply. Citrus sales to Western 
Europe were hurt by the strength of the U.S. dollar (France) and confusion 
over the use of EDB on export shipments (Germany). A weak Taiwanese import 
demand continues to depress apple exports. Canned peach and fruit cocktail 
movement fell as a result of the tight U.S. supply situation. The decline in 
raisin sales was largely offset by heavier shipments of dried prunes, most 
notably to France. Export earnings from fresh and processed vegetables were 
roughly unchanged from a year earlier, while tree nuts were boosted by strong 
almond prices. Ine, texoort forecast’ -for “fiseal’< year . 19847" (October 
1983-September 1984) remains at $2.63 billion, compared to $2.69 billion in 
IBS: 


For further information on items in this circular, contact the Horticultural 
and Tropical Products Division, (202) 447-6590. All measures in this report, 
unless noted otherwise, are metric. One kilogram (kg)=2.2046 lbs., 1 metric 
ton=2,204.6 lbs., 1 liter=0.2642 gallon, and 1 hectare=2.471 acres. 


MARKET ACCESS 
MARKET ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITIES 


--On April 27 Japan announced _a_new trade package aimed at further opening the 


Japanese market to imports. For horticultural products, the package includes 
tariff reductions, advancement of the final implementation date of tariff 
concessions negotiated in the Tokyo Round trade negotiations, and 
liberalization or relaxation of some import quotas. 


Import tariff reductions, scheduled to be effective April 1, 1985, affect 14 
horticultural products, including pistachios, pecans, canned plums, tomato 
juice, and catsup. Final Tokyo Round tariff rates will be advanced to 

April 1, 1985, for canned corn and mixed vegetable juices. Import quotas will 
be eliminated by March 31, 1985, for certain fruit puree, paste, and pulp, 
prune juice, and juices of cherries, apricots, berries and tropical fruits, 
excluding pineapple. Grapefruit juice will be liberalized on April 1, 1986. 
Minimum annual import quota volumes will be implemented in 1984 or 1985 for 
fruit puree, paste and pulp not liberalized (consisting primarily of products 
from pineapple, apples, and peaches), canned pineapple, apple juice, grape 
juice, tomato juice, and tomato catsup and sauce. 


--India_has_ substantially reduced import duties on almonds. The new duty 


rates, effective May 17, are as follows in Indian rupees. per kg. and 
equivalent U.S. dollars per pound converted at an exchange rate of $1.00 
equals 11 rupees: 


‘ Import Dut 
Product : (Rupees/kq. ) (/1b.) 
Inshell almonds: : 
Hardshell src Bre onetere cbs 15 Ueo2 
Softshell ee. sea eee 28 tS 


Shelled “almonds cise. 6 oles eis 56 Zeou 


The previous import duty (including a 40 percent surcharge) was 190 percent 
ad valorem. The reductions in this tariff should enhance prospects for 
expanded U.S. almond exports to India despite the continued existence of a 
restrictive import licensing system (see Horticultural Products Review, 
May 1983). The United States exported $3.2 million worth of almonds to India 
in the 1983/84 Indian fiscal year ending March 31, 1984. Most of these 
exports were inshell almonds. 


--Korea has tightened the blending requirement for orange juice imports. The 


new requirement, applicable in 1983/84, forces Korean juice manufacturers to 
use 70 gallons of domestic juice for every 30 gallons of orange juice 
imported. The previous requirement specified 60 percent domestic juice and 
40 percent imported. The United States exported $2 million worth of orange 
juice to Korea in 1983. 


--Final governmental approval of Hong Kong's proposed labeling requlations for 


prepackaged foods has been delayed, according to recent press reports in the 
colony because of a disagreement over weight labeling (Horticultural Products 
Review, December 1983). The Federation of Hong Kong Industries has charged 
that the proposed provisions requiring declaration of net weight, quantity or 
contents are unclear and lack legally acceptable definitions of product weight. 
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MARKET ACCESS 


==ihe Standards Organization of Saudi Arabia (SASO) has proposed pesticide 
residue tolerances for agricultural products marketed in that country. Among 


the tolerances proposed are the following: 


Residue Tolerance 


Pesticide Product (PPM) 
Dipheny1l Citrus 110 
Dipheny lamine Apples 10 
Ethoxyquin Apples 2 
Pears 3 
Dioxathion Apples BD 
Or thopheny lpheny1 Apples 25 
Pears 2° 
Citrus 10 
Cherries 3 
Malathion Apples 2 
Grapes 8 
Dried fruit 8 


The proposed acceptable daily intake (ADI) for OPP (Orthophenylphenol) is 
l mg. per kg. of body weight. SASO has not fixed a time limit for comments 
from interested parties on the proposed tolerances and ADI's. 


--Municipalities in Bahrain have proposed _a_ban_on_imports_and_use_ of 


nonreturnable soft drink bottles. This proposal follows a similar ban imposed 
in February by Bahrain's neighbor, Saudi Arabia (Horticultural Products 
Review, March 1984). The municipalities in Bahrain charge that nonreturnable 
bottles are responsible for flat tires, an immense quantity of litter in the 
country's parks and along the roads, and numerous personal injuries. 


--Colombia_has banned imports of about 2,000 products because of a serious 
balance of payments deficit. This latest trade restrictive action by Colombia 
affects over 150 horticultural and tropical products includeing table 
potatoes, onions, avocadoes, almonds, fresh oranges, lemons and grapefruit, 
fresh grapes, pears, peaches and melons, raisins, dried prunes, canned 
peaches, orange and grapefruit juices, vegetable juices, and table wines. 
Sparkling wines in bulk and brandy may be imported only under countertrade 
transactions. U.S. exports of horticultural products to Colombia totaled 
$20.9 million in 1983. Over one-half of this total was accounted for by fresh 
apples and hop extract which are not on the prohibited list. 


--The Canadian Government has ruled that British Columbia potato growers have 
been injured by the dumping of Washington State stripper-type potatoes (small 
whole aes with netted or russeted skin. Strippers account for most of 
British Columbia's potato imports. Shipments from the U.S. 1982 crop of this 
type of potato were valued at about $3.3 million. Anti-dumping levies will 
now be imposed on shipments of Washington State stripper potatoes but they 
will be removed when British Columbian supplies are not sufficient to meet the 
province's consumption requirements. The original investigation by the 
Canadian Government in 1983 determined that the alleged margin of dumping 
averaged 42.2 percent. 


MARKET ACCESS 


--Korea_has_ announced that imports of fresh limes, beer, roasted coffee and 
certain coffee products will be liberalized on July 1, 1984. 


--Effective April 14, 1984 Korea prohibited imports of fresh fruit fumigated 
with ethylene dibromide (EDB) . 


--The number of retail food chain store outlets in Korea has expanded 
dramatically over the past decade. In 1974 only 87 outlets existed, according 
to statistics of the Korean Super Chain Association. By 1983 this number had 
grown to 5,151 with sales of $1.2 billion. Most of these stores are operated 
under franchise arrangements. 


--Sales of table wines in the United Kingdom increased by 12 percent to 92.5 


million U.S. gallons in 1983, according to the British Wine Development 
Board. U.S. wines accounted for only about 1 percent of these sales. Seventy 
percent of total wine sales consisted of white wines compared with 66 percent 
in 1981. The number of wine consumers totaled 25 million, up from 24.6 
million two years earlier. 


--Luxury tourist hotels in Egypt are allowed to import certain food products 


that are otherwise prohibited entry into the country. These imports are 
limited to products not available on the local market. Because of complex 
import procedures, most hotels purchase imported products through specialized 
agents who handle all the import arrangements. The Tourism Requirements 
Company, a recently established government-owned company, plans to handle 20 
percent of the import needs of government-owned tourist hotels. This firm 
also intends to expand its procurement facilities to supply privately owned 
hotels, and has expressed an interest in importing U.S. products, including 
canned fruits and vegetables. 


--Nigeria_ has established import duties of 60 percent ad valorem on fruit 
juices and 100 percent on wines. The United States exported only $24,000 of 


fruit juices and $48,000 worth of wines to Nigeria in 1983. 


--Turkey has added fresh citrus fruit to the list of products for which import 


permits are required. 


-Haiti has established an import quota for vegetable juice of 2,100 cases 
(one case is equivalent to 48-6 oz. cans) for the period March 1984-February 


1985. The import duty is 64 percent. 
--The Canadian Arbitration Board will be reestablished on July 3, 1984, under 


rules which will be published in The Official Gazette of Canada on June 13. 
The Board is expected to provide an effective means for hearing and judging 
the merits of trade disputes between buyers and sellers, both domestic and 
foreign. The Board should provide protection similar to that available in the 
United States under the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act (PACA). There 
has been no means of resolving trade disputes in Canada, other than lengthy 
and expensive court proceedings, since the effectiveness of the previous 
Arbitration Board was nullified following a 1974 court case. 


COMMODITY UPDATE 


MARKET PROMOTION ACTIVITIES 


--The second biennial NASDA National Food and Agriculture Exposition will be 
held April 22-24, 1985 in Kansas City, Missouri. The show will again be 
cosponsored by the National Association of State Departments of Agriculture 
and the Foreign Agricultural Service of USDA. Last year the show drew about 
1,100 foreign buyers from 76 countries and 410 U.S. exhibitors from 42 states 
and Puerto Rico. Over 1,500 foreign buyers and 500 exhibitors are expected to 
attend the Kansas City event. The 1985 show will feature value-added products 
from the food, seed, nursery, and forest product industries. 


For more information about the 1985 exposition, contact F. Farrell Higbee, 
Suite 710, 1616 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. Telephone: (202) 
628-1566. 


--The U.S. Agricultural Trade Officer in Saudi Arabia is planning to have _a 


series of Mini Shows starting early in 1984. A mini show will be held about 
every two months in Jidda, the country's most important commercial center, 


then moved to Dhahran for the Gulf Coast trade. All importers having 
expressed an interest will be invited to the show. If you are interested in 
introducing your products to Saudi Arabian importers, send a sample of the 
products you wish displayed together with brochures and price lists to: 
Agricultural Trade Office, American Embasy, APO New York 09697. Packages of 
product should be clearly marked "SAMPLE" and should not contain pork, pork 
products or liquor. There is no charge for the Mini-Show. For further 
information contact Jerry Kuhl, ATO, Jidda, Telex: 404-683, USATO SJ or by 
mail at the address listed above. 


COMMODITY UPDATE 


--Brazilian export availability of frozen concentrated orange juice (FCOJ) 
during the 1983/84 (July-June) season is forecast at 560,000 metric tons at 
650 brix (193 million gallons at 42° brix), approximately 4 percent less 
than in 1982/83. This decline in export movement is projected--despite a 
strong export demand and a significant increase in production--due to a major 
reduction in Brazil's inventory position compared to a year earlier. The 
drawdown in stocks is a result of heavy export sales following the December 
1983 freeze in Florida. 


At present, Brazilian FCOJ supplies are virtually depleted. The 1983/84 
processing season, however, has gotten off to an early start with tanger ines 
and early oranges now being crushed. fFCOJ exports are expected to pick up in 
August. The minimum export price remains at $1,450 per metric ton of 659 
brix, although the Brazilian industry anticipates an increase once the new 
season gets underway. 


--U.S. imports of raisins, sultanas and dried currants in Jan.-Apr. 1984 
declined by 47 percent from the same period last year, from 1,589 metric tons 
to 838 tons. The decline is attributable to smaller imports from Mexico 
because of the short, rain-damaged 1983 crop in that country. Imports from 
other areas increased from 170 to 500 tons, representing gains by Turkey, 
South Africa and Afghanistan. Dried currants accounted for only 7 tons of 


1984 imports. 


RAISINS/ PRUNES 


SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE RAISIN AND DRIED PRUNE SITUATION 
Raisins 


Production: Southern Hemisphere countries are expected to produce slightly 
over 120,000 metric tons of raisins and sultanas in 1984, 7 percent less than 
in 1983. Marginal declines in output may occur in all four of the countries 
considered--Argentina, Australia, Chile, and South Africa. However, larger 
carry-in stocks and an orientation towards export markets are likely to lead 
to a 6,000 ton increase in foreign sales in 1984. European markets are the 
focus of Australian and South African exporters while markets in Latin America 
take most of the Argentine and Chilean production. 


RAISINS: STOCKS, PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS IN SELECTED 
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, 1982-84 AEA 
(1,000 Metric Tons) 


COUNTRY > BEGINNING STOCKS PRODUCTION EXPORTS 
[58D : 1983 : 1984: 1982 : 1983 : 1984: 1982 : 1983 2 1584 2/ 
ALGCNELGQA wee... sees. 7 1.4 Zee) GYD 8.0 SSO ORE! Wh Se, ZZ 
Australia 3/....: 8.8 16.0 11.6 : 96.2 85.0 82.0: 57.9 57.9 58.0 
Chilenetes Seles TKO ik hDadhs? (hO 1 Stanks 2a. OG i ee 5 
South Africa 4/.: 3.3 4.8 11.2 : 25.8 33.9 30.3: 16.0 18.3 24.6 
Total. ..2.s@sn:al5iS 1227) 25 lw ee130SSMTSORIIMM Daca o We CG ete 78 


i/ Years beginning March 1 in Australia, ending November 30 in South Africa and 


beginning January 1 in other countries. 2/ Forecast. 3/ Includes sultanas, 
lexia raisins (mostly muscats) and dried currants. Previous FAS reports did not 
include dried currants. 4/ Includes dried currants. 


SOURCE: Reports from Agricultural Counselors and Attaches. 


Australia produces all of its dried vine fruits--sultanas, lexia raisins and 
currants--from multi-purpose grapes (MPGs). Over 70 percent of the MPGs are 
dried. A small part of the remaining 30 percent is used for fresh consumption 
with the balance going into wine production. Production from the 1984 crop is 
estimated at 82,000 tons, a 3,000 ton decline from last year. Although stocks 
were reduced by 4,400 tons during 1983 to 11,600 tons on January 1, 1984, they 
were still regarded as too high. If trade efforts are successful, stocks 
could fall to a more normal 3,000 tons by the end of 1984. 


Unseasonably heavy rainfall--four to five times above normal--in the major 
dried vine fruit districts of Mildura and Robinvale during January and 
February 1984 were followed by comparatively cool temperatures during the 
harvest period. While these conditions did not significantly affect overall 
production of the raisin crop, they did cause extensive losses to individual 
vineyards and forced producers to implement spraying programs to combat fungal 
diseases such as downy mildew. Despite the weather problems, early 
indications are that the 1984 crop will be normal in weight, generally of good 
quality, with downy mildew damage mainly affecting the foliage rather than the 
fruit bunches. 





RATSINS/ PRUNES 


The area in MPGs appears to have leveled off after a marginal decline over the 
past few years. A major concern of the dried vine fruits industry is a 
possible increase in the tax on wine which could lead to the diversion of 
larger tonnages of MPGs to dried uses. 


Continued hot and dry weather in the Orange River irrigation area of 
South Africa, where raisin production is concentrated, is expected to result 
in an above-average harvest in 1984, but not as large as the exceptional 
outturn of 1983. Drought conditions in the main growing area over the past 
two seasons facilitated rainfree drying and improved crop quality. 


SOUTH AFRICA: ORIED VINE FRUIT PRODUCTION BY TYPE, 1981-83 1/ 
(Metric Tons) x 





ee ee ee Se PRC be eka - e sakes stat Me fe SnD ay 

Types : 1982 fates 1983 02/ a 1984 3/ 
Sultanas : : : 

RO TCACTICO seretstacls eielere's Joe : 105752 : 9,500 
Thompson Seedless.....: 14 ,538 : 18 544 : 15,200 
BIGACNCOR ie tacatns stithe's cts 1,845 : 2,014 : 3 ,000 
BUDEO PAU sy, etteets ctudrels 23,514 : Dies). ; 28 ,000 
@ther Raisinstees. Mel aii) wol{26li cs iptosaig © 1,210 
PUG AICS 1, ore ote ores ehalatete 64: 1,024 : SET : 1, 100 
a bal era se eilela tte etal: Zoiae : D5, 006 : 30,310 


1/ Years ending November. 2/ Preliminary. 3/ Estimate. 
SOURCE: South Africa Dried Fruit Industry. 


A 25 percent drop in Argentine raisin and dried currant production is forecast 
for 1984. Heavy rains caused the loss of some grapes during harvest and an 
improvement in wine prices resulted in the diversion of additional raisin 
grapes for that purpose. 


In Chile raisins are produced as a by-product of the fresh table grape 
industry. No vineyards are specifically devoted to raisins. A_ steady 
increase in the area and production of table grapes, mainly of the Thompson 
seedless variety, during the past few years has left a growing volume of culls 
(generally 8 to 10 percent of the total crop) available for use as raisins. 
However, despite a larger table grape output in 1984, raisin production will 
decline because of the sharp drop in raisin prices on the export market. 


Trade: Although The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation (ADFC) has yet to 
determine market allocations and prices, the trade hopes to maintain 1984 
exports near the 57,900 ton level achieved in 1983. Australian exporters, 
seeking to diversify their markets in recent years, have focused their efforts 
on the Middle East, India, the Caribbean, and Southeast Asia. They have had 
some success, especially in India. 


RATSINS/ PRUNES 


AUSTRALIA: DRIED VINE FRUIT EXPORTS 
BY DESTINATION, 1981-82 J7, 
(Metric Tons) 








Country of Destination Meet zO7 par 252927 
Europe...... yeeros Went Getee SIS SG TMA: ALC ORDO 
Ganda’ stares stecsics sfetsteeieiele ote summbony 7) co ewlos465 
N@WE Zea Landen iaretsiesetcteets > sim eG OUG ; 6,165 
Sallallesete se done este Gathle owin Geen yO LS : Zaeae 
GUO Gets ere Seetleteei e's picts pits vicis, meas, GOD : 9,648 

TiO) Cade atatererete ciate ctsra Sieteetisiels EO OOD sueee /5 200 


l/ Sultanas, lexia raisins and currants. Years 
Beginning March 1. 2/ Preliminary. 


About 75 percent of South Africa's raisins are available for export. Due to a 
change in shipping patterns, a portion of the 1983 harvest was carried into 
calendar 1984. Indications are this carryover, as well as all but a small 
quantity of standard grade sultana raisins from the 1984 crop, have already 
been sold for export. As a result, South African exports of raisins are 
expected to increase by 34 percent in 1984. The United Kingdom remains the 
largest market for South African exports, but its share of total exports has 
declined in recent years. 


SOUTH AFRICA: RAISIN EXPORTS 
BY DESTINATION, 1980-83 
(Metric Tons) 


Country of Destination : 1980 : 1981 : 1982 : 1983 1/ 


Frances asthe a i hee ee : 661 : 844 CoC RTeS 
German, Beds tReD. sides stclestein2 aoe smo), /60 eyo se, 400 
Nethenlands iaj.cctistes se ctemreer is meou SOZo a Sy, = 62> 
UnitedsK img Gentata:. << shine he, 02 Eom O s6mD 74 397,000 
JAD AN arcs tars ss istee sets aterelareters stone OG a> O10 262,407 25 15908 
Cafladal date. <lesiseis « <'cteliein ssc oe ES: : 1,546 elo 7 
ULNER Saar. stetcleisre's @ eee Were tiem; 46.0 S222 A a 2248 

IO Lau se ratete torte So preteintets cs car LON L Se 19e/ A eae a Ge 7 oui Be SOU 
i/ Country breakout estimated by USDA 


SOURCE: South Africa Dried Fruit Industry. 





RAISINS/ PRUNES 


The production of raisins in Chile is oriented towards the export market with 
domestic consumption accounting for 20 percent or less of total output. While 
the decline in the price for cull grapes may help Chilean raisin exporters 
compete with other producers in the short term, longer term comparative 
advantages are expected to come from the adoption of new, cost-reducing 


eae ones Peru and Brazil accounted for 92 percent of all raisin exports in 


Policies and Prices: Packer returns from Australian dried vine fruit sales to 
the domestic market are forecast to remain unchanged at about 1,500 Australian 
dollars ($1,390) per metric ton in 1984 while returns from export sales could 
fall from 860 ($744) to 755 Australian dollars ($717) per ton. 


The Australian Government agreed to a recommendation of the Industries 
Assistance Commission (IAC) against providing short term financial assistance 
to the dried vine fruits industry during 1984. Longer term assistance to the 
industry and possible ways to improve marketing efficiency will be the subject 
of an IAC inquiry to be held later this year. 


Government funds for the advertising and promotion of dried vine fruits are 
available through the Overseas Trade Publicity Committee (OTPC) of the 
Department of Trade. Normally, the government adds $65 for every $100 
contributed by the ADFC. Actually, almost the entire cost of advertising is 
borne by the government since the ADFC can claim reimbursement for promotional 
expenditures under the Export Market Development Grants Act of 1974. Funding 
for promotion is forecast to total about $290,000 in 1983/84 (July/June), up 6 
percent from the preceding year, and up almost 45 percent since 1980/81. 


The dramatic increase in South Africa's raisin production during the past 
decade was achieved without government financial aids. Producer prices are 
based on a national pooling system. Because of the tight price situation in 
the world export market, the Dried Fruits Board was not able to make interim 
payments from the 1983 pool. Pool payments to growers for the Thompson 
seedless variety were as follows: 





Payment : 1982 ; 1983 
---Rand per Metric Ton-1/ 

WGN GANIC ss sitetes so clalelce oc: 567.60 . 628.20 
EPICA IIe eee ciete’s oietee clens 1b? a0 : 0.00 
PiTig eee es cect ie ee sees 69.70 : NA 
Tote) MeL OeTe Ss e 790.00 NA 


NA indicates not announced. 1/ Average annual exchange 
rates were 1.086 rand per dollar in 1982 and 1.1141 rand 
Too. 





There are no special government aids for raisin growers or exporters in 
Argentina and Chile. In Argentina, the 10 percent export tax on raisins has 
been suspended from April 14 through July 31, 1984. 


RAISINS/ PRUNES 


Dried Prunes 


Production: Southern Hemisphere dried prune supplies for 1984 are expected to 
increase marginally over the 1983 volume to 14,900 metric tons. Output in 
Argentina and South Africa is expected to remain stationary at 1983 levels 
with Australia's 1984 outturn off 14 percent due to rain damage and disease 
problems. Chile is the only commercial producer in the Southern Hemisphere 
expected to register an increase this year. 


Argentina's prune variety plums, mostly D'Angen and President, are grown 
primarily in Mendoza Province. Although the acreage in plums has stabilized, 
dried prune output in 1984 would have been higher than in 1983 had not 
February rains during the drying period resulted in a portion of the fruit 
being unsuitable for processing. 


Exports of Argentine prunes this year are expected to remain unchanged from 
1983, but will fall below the 1982 level by about the amount of the reduced 
supply. Brazil was the principal buyer in 1983 taking about 90 percent of 
total Argentine exports. 


In response to claims of unprofitability, the Government of Argentina has 
eliminated the 10 percent export tax on prunes and granted a 5 percent export 
rebate (reembolso). Export prices for dried prunes are currently between 
$10-$12 for a 10 kg. box compared to $9 last year at this time. 


At 4,500 tons, Chile's dried prune crop will be up 13 percent from the 
previous year. The increase came largely from new orchards coming into 
production, although output from older trees was also up. According to the 
1982 fruit census, over 55 percent of prune trees and 40 percent of an 
estimated 2,500 hectares devoted to dried prune production were underage at 
that time. Consequently, yields, output, and fruit size should expand rapidly 
over the next several years as the trees mature. Some of the fruit intended 
for dried prunes has been used for fresh consumption. 


Trade: No more than 20 percent of the Chilean dried prune crop is consumed in 
Chile. The balance is available for export. Export sales could reach 3,500 
tons in 1984, up 20 percent from 1983. Export prospects in Latin America 
depend heavily on the supply of prunes available from Chile's chief Latin 
American competitor, Argentina. Brazil, which took 1,580 tons or 54 percent 
of 1983 export sales, is expected to be the principal market again in 1984. 





Lower processing costs, as a result of higher fruit quality, helped to raise 
the dollar equivalent grower return per ton from $550 in 1982 to $700 in 1983. 


C. Milton Anderson (202) 447-2252 
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ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


DRIED PRUNES: STOCKS, PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS 
IN SELECTED SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, 1982-84 
(1,000 metric tons) 


> Beginning Stocks : Production ; Exports 
Countr smikvOee: BLOOD ute I84, 42,1982: 1983.: 1984 st 19820: ABS moe 1/ 




















Argentina....: - 


6 ey <2) 9.0 6.0 6.0 he 4.8 4.8 
Australia....: De oat 5g) 1.0 Zee Zou 51. ie a2 
Chile........: 5 <2 4 as 4.0 A.5 5a 249 oe5 
SOUL EATTICAst) lez 1.6 6 ys 220) Za) --- --- --= 
———_—_—_— ———— 

liohes eae ey ad Bae! Slt ohana LAO PalAc9 510.9 wo 8.5 
: : 


Ly, Borecastal 


SOURCE: Reports from Agricultural Counselors and Attaches. 


THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET FOR ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


The tropical plant industry flourished in the 1970's as U.S. businesses began 
landscaping building interiors to create a more attractive atmosphere for 
customers. A similar phenomenon has begun in countries that are unable to 
economically produce tropical foliage plants and, therefore, rely on imports 
to satisfy their growing needs. U.S. foliage plant exporters, vying for a 
share of this new and lucrative market, increased the value of ornamental 
foliage plant exports by 400 percent between 1975 and 1983. 


Most U.S. exports of nursery stock and live plants are destined for Canada, 
although sales to this market dipped slightly in 1983. Exports to the Middle 
East leaped from $11,000 in 1975 to $2.5 million in 1983. Saudi Arabia, 
accounting for 85 percent of these imports, uses oil earnings to finance huge 
development projects complete with landscaping. The Middle East is expected 
to continue as the fastest growing market for U.S. exports. 


Shipments to the Latin American region have appeared to remain steady during 
the last four years, but in reality exports to the Caribbean Islands climbed 
while those to continental Latin America declined. Plants exported to the 
islands are used primarily in hotels and restaurants which cater to the 
tourist trade. Competition in this market is intensifying as Latin American 
countries, once net importers of foliage plants, begin to launch major 
production and export programs. In the Far East, Japan is the major importer, 
accounting for over 90 percent of U.S. exports. 


The strong U.S. dollar, as expected, has taken its toll by slowing the growth 
of U.S. foliage plant exports. However, the strong dollar was less 
detrimental to U.S. exports of foliage plants than to many other U.S. 
agricultural products, exemplifying the strength of this growing market. The 
negative effect of the dollar has been most apparent in Europe where sales 
reached a high of $3.6 million in 1982 and then dropped 17 percent in 1983. 


TD 


ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


The European Community (EC) is a huge and growing market for indoor plants. 
In 1983, over $325 million worth of indoor plants were traded within the EC 
and an additional $25 million worth were imported from non-EC countries. 
Total imports of indoor plants grew 30 percent in just two years. Europeans 
have long been known for their love of flowers and plants, making the 
potential for growth in this market particularly bright. Indoor plants are 
increasing in popularity as they are introduced into shopping malls, hotels, 
homes, and office buildings. The European market also demonstrates the 
competitiveness of other producing countries. 


The competition is increasing as developing countries in need of exportable 
commodities combine their favorable climates and low production costs to 
expand output. Latin American producers, doubling exports to the European 
Community in just two years, are the fiercest competitors. Costa Rica 
accounts for 50 percent of these exports, with most of the remaining exports 
coming from other Central American countries. Some competitors have the 
advantage of being able to offer plants at much lower prices than U.S. 
exporters. For example, Spain, because it borders the EC, is able to offer 
plants at one-fourth the unit value offered by U.S. exporters and, therefore, 
dominates the EC market with a 37-percent market share. Furthermore, the unit 
value of U.S. exports to the EC rose 50 percent during the last two years 
while that of Latin American exports actually declined. The result was not 
suprising as the quantity of U.S. exports declined in 1983 while Latin 
American exports soared. The Ivory Coast is the major exporting country in 
Africa. Although holding a substantial share of the EC market, the Ivory 
Coast has also suffered the effects of competition from Latin America. Japan 
exports to the EC, but supplies mostly high-priced plants, such as bonsai 
trees, which pose little or no threat to U.S. exporters. 


Nevertheless, the outlook for U.S. foliage plant sales to Europe and other 
international markets remains promising. Exporters need to implement strong 
marketing programs to inform importers of the superior service and unique 
quality offered by U.S. nurseries. Service and quality are key elements for 
importers who recognize the special handling requirements of live plants and 
consumers who desire a pleasant atmosphere in their interior surroundings. 


The Foreign Agricultural Service is helping the Florida Nurserymen and Growers 
Association promote tropical foliage plants in Europe. Together they are 
working to develop and distribute technical brochures and _ leaflets, 
participate in international trade shows, and send trade teams to Europe. A 
sustained marketing effort is required to raise the U.S. share of this growing 
international market. 


Steve Homrich (202) 447-6086 
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ORNAMENTAL PLANTS 


U.S. EXPORTS OF NURSERY STOCK AND LIVE PLANTS l/ 





NecthiAmericats. 4), eek... fue... 19 658 18,150 
Banadae eestor ice ee te eels Last 18 ,886 W72825 
Benrrall Anericas sssSeee a Seabee: 237 232 
BouthiAmerican. vcr Meee «) eM. ws: 16 546 
Garibbean.....:.-(.:Qmee ees. <3 988 1,739 
European Comminityes. tees voces: 3 , 588 Peo09 
BelgilimZEUxembourdiees s .cceiies «ss 538 481 
DERMAL IC cle'stele cie'abemtare ¢ som attle oc os 51 61 
eT BINCE.. areteeetotvvele ateittie vets s emis s v's 491 229 
WESC GELINARY. <\clerteeeete ss ottetne’s «6 ; 652 682 
THCVANGs ceeteleteico ieterele « S a ieterees ouse 9 9 
ltalyees Mieicle ce « eis ois ss steeine ee § 104 163 
NETNEMEANOS. <1... cutstne.« cle Matei ol s : Le L167 
CHINE er LINGOOM fee etic . oc 5 ce ates 2) 115 
GEMCTBWES CaeUILONGs .cleleu tes © o + oleic’ (es ensls 590 27> 
BoSemol Wer ASLILULODG ss. ss ses ccs Mowe 6 27 
MIOCUER Baste tei «ents tle'cle's « aie areterarstons 412 2,498 
Saudi Arabia..... piotriotetete lates oetehe 188 20105 
Bataled. cc Pentair. «2 Slate Gitte les teotcls wt : 176 ZZ 
PaQDR cS Catan tela stectalcidicle's «cv efele siolsls 08's = 16951 1,246 
Bal etetege e elistete/ lal c's sis's, ever ajslb as s'sis 1,680 0 
El etets srleteieleiele!s stetetel leis s <5 ses o's © 161 934 
Australia and Pacifics.. 22... ccs 276 290 
WIOTMMIMOLALeem tele c scorn ccrecccss sees 23,992 28 , 863 


1/ Excludes rose plants, cut flowers, parts of plants, fruit and nut 
trees, root stocks, bulbs, etc. 


SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census. 
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US EXPORTS OF NURSERY STOCK AND LIVE PLANTS 
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EEC IMPORTS OF INDOOR PLANTS BY REGION 
1981 AND 1983~/ 
USA LATIN USA 


FAR AMERICA FAR 
EAST EAST 


LATIN 


AMERICA 


OTHER 


AFRICA ~ OTHER 
OTHER | OTHER AFRICA 
E!'ROPE EUROPE 


1/ 1981 (left) and 1983 (right) represent 12,000 and 16,000 metric tons of 
plant material respectively. 
Source: Eurostat 
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HORTICULTURAL MARKETS 


CANADA'S FRUIT AND VEGETABLE IMPORTS 
CONTINUE TO GROW 


Canada is the largest market for U.S. exports of fruits and vegetables. Over 
30 percent of horticultural product exports are destined for our northern 
neighbor. About two-thirds of these exports are fresh fruit and vegetables. 

In 1983, Canada imported $867 million of fresh fruit and vegetables 3 percent 
greater than a year earlier. Of this, the U.S. supplied $735 million, or 85 
Percent ofatnestotal. 


Canadian imports of U.S. fresh fruit in 1983 were up nearly 4 percent in 
volume, but declined an equal percentage in value. Apple imports were down 
sharply, reflecting a more normal Canadian harvest, following a short crop in 
1981/82. Imports of peaches, cranberries, and pears also declined. Shipments 
of oranges, mandarins, and tangerines were up 15 percent in quantity, but 
because of lower prices the value was off 14 percent. Sales of grapes, 
grapefruit, lemons, plums and strawberries were higher. 


Canada's imports of fresh vegetables from the United States rose 3.5 percent 
in volume and 6 percent in value over 1982, largely reflecting increased 
shipments of tomatoes, onions, and lettuce and higher prices for peppers. 
Tomatoes, lettuce, celery, potatoes, peppers, and broccoli accounted for 
nearly two-thirds of the value of imports of fresh vegetables from the United 
States. 


The United States is also an important supplier of tree nuts to the Canadian 
market, accounting for most of the almonds, pecans, and unshelled walnuts. 
The United States supplied nearly two-thirds of Canada's imports of tree nuts 
in 1983. Almonds, cashews and walnuts are the most important tree nuts 
imported by Canada. Canada also imports nearly two-fifths of its processed 
fruits and vegetables from the United States. Fruit juices alone, mostly 
orange juice, account for 45 percent of Canadian imports in this group. In 
1983 Canada imported $67 million of cut flowers and nursery products. U.S. 
suppliers took 70 percent of this market. Canadian imports of a group of 
miscellaneous products in the horticultural products category, including beer, 
hops, prepared soups and edible gelatin, totalled another $58 million in 1983, 
including $33 million from the United States. All together, Canada's imports 
of horticultural products from the United States totalled about $1.1 billion 
inelooe 


U.S. imports of fresh fruit and vegetables from Canada have been increasing in 
recent years. However, these imports which came to $84 million in 1983, were 
less than 12 percent of the value of Canadian imports of U.S. fresh fruit and 
vegetables. In 1983 the United States also imported $43 million of processed 
fruit and vegetable products from Canada, $20 million of nursery products, $21 
million of miscellaneous horticultural products and $129 million of wine and 
beer--mostly the latter. 
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CANADA: IMPORTS OF FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, 1980-1983 











Commodity and origin 1980 1981 1982 1983 Se OU, | IO eo ee ooo 
ypeseen 1,000 metric tons----- 3----- million 1/----- 
EDULE 2/7; : : 
MNnitedsStates. cc... = stee cre 761 822 (ol 6 O10 428 356 pe lOO emo omEmoT So 
Others Ses! oe ee eee ten as 104 101 150° ISG") #42 72 89% S101 
TODALEe A ae eerie etre: 865 923 911 P0946 138857800) 428 ar 7 2 ea s4 
Vegetables : : 
UniteduStatess..c co. ce acmreecre 853 961 SS408 91 5eeme2 7 2 550 O41 a o6e 
DUNGT So Aate.s o\cleisicieiststelotarerste tele : a 46 46 465s 2) 52 26 51 
Fotalea! &: LORRI a S05 TEI O0 7, 950 0 961. See 298 285655678 wD 
Fruit and Vegetables : : 
United»States 2. .sesceccss + Meg Olty 16/3350) /66581,725 cameos | RJ06si "729 mee o> 
OUNCT css sietets Sic oie wa ene she steerer : 156 147 W68 4182539) *.65. srtOol ral See Z 
Totals. 22%, Sa ee PaO ae lU tal OF lly OU Jame lOue Ol). Ose noy, 
U.S. Share (Percent) ; : 
FREI snus aCe ie te ee teeters 88 89 86 S6ns aan O9 83 81 A 
Vegecablesty. vs scisiraners «eis 94 95 95 95 S75 oF 95 92 
Fruit and vegetables....... : 91 a2 90 SOR reo 87 86 85 


i/ Converted from Canadian dollars at the following U.S. dollar per Canadian dollar 
rates: 1980-$0.855, 1981-$0.84, 1982 and 1983 $0.81. 2/ Excludes bananas and 
plantains. 


CANADA: IMPORTS OF PROCESSED FRUIT AND VEGETABLES, 1983 


: Imports from 
Item :__Total Imports epee: 
PTOZEN) TLL Ue sc t ctercieis ss erareieces ete cre = 10.4 eof 
DPLEUMELUL Ue. ots 0c cote wis ee cra eters 65.6 29 sD 
Fruit, canned and : 
otherwise prep. OF PIeS....eeeee: 85.9 31.8 
FiIDULERPULCES< «ss cic ete 'e fecolele aiere Sees LS OD eo, 
GY ADSRWENE Ge victieec etese. otetalere oleic re oni 151.4 Ba7, 
FELTOZEN }VEGCCADLES 12% « sixcerers opWisletes os 282 8.6 
Dehyarated) vegeTablesi)/ crus 16.1 10.6 
Vegetables, canned and ; 
Otherwise PLep a GG DLCS caver. «sis. : lea a0. 
Total : 588.4 22 i.o 


i/ Excludes dried pulses. 


SOURCE: Official Trade Statistics of Canada 
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U.S. IMPORTS 


U.S. IMPORTS OF SELECTED COMMODITIES, FROM SELECTED COUNTRIES 
CURRENT MONTH, CUMULATIVE, AND FISCAL YEAR 
(Units Are Metric Tons Except Where Noted) 





Commodity/Country : April eet tact Scents commodity court mae March : lontyemeroy eae 
: .-Ap :Oct. : : ; - :Oct.- 
ee 1982/83 : 1983/84 : 1982/83 : : 1983: 1984: 1982783: 1983784: sae 
Fresh Fruit & Melons : : Fresh Vegs., Con't. : 

pete yee ee a 1 2,063 1,269 2,071 OnLOMSmiNECuseesaiseinn22,CD5 NEES, lo 61,104 101,399 82,965 

Mexico..eeeeeeeeeet oo =a 2 Oise We Ls lesme 22,017 MexiCO..sssccsccsee? 20,956 28,558 56,995 80,785 75.42) 

seabathotee kt 539 593 [Tet ahctichene Bae oe = 

times ea mcd eee PIES Som, 7s bas 11°89 ee | nee 1,497 1597 3,324 18873 6,079 

WMexicovsssseeeeeest 2,285 1,298 4,025 10,438 : Potatoes, Table.....: 19,114 8,724 80,116 72,594 125.817 

TaNgeSssseeeeeeeet 491 3,057 5,798 14,420 6,215 Canadasscecsscccese? 19,116 (8,311 |.80,1160Nun 7eicaummioenen 
: 1 XAOlareteroratelor ater ete iel= 54 312 ByOo7, 6,654 3955 Potatoes, Seed......: 7,379 11,075 26,961 27 ,656 32,371 

ange-Mandeseeeeeet  o=9 539,822 18,437 97822 Canada, csescscocsot 7,379 11,017. | 26,9610 o7esce mune one 

ae, ee ee ee ane 6.508 8,704 : Cabbage...s.ssscceat . 685. 10,427 | (4780 ummeoimege 

Japan. tebe... 9 2 "915 "937 "915 Mexico : 569 ; : : Tee 

3 Sse ea obies 7,812. 15779 | 46,245 aes 

Apples..ssssseseeset 12,186 12,399 43,487 52,557 865,280 Canadacccsiaeescoeat 310° 932) | 2 SOS oS 

Chilessssceeserseet 8410 8,355 10,051 9,569 14,782_t Celery....++-ereerse! i 7 1267 Se as ees 

EAMG. os eeeeeeeed noo Po 5988 | 6266 an 7398 Candda seer oe ae eee cae ---. _ 1,255 Tat ieahe ees ap 

South Africa......2  o-- re oo 9 115118 : Cucumbers..........6: 27,489 23,535 144,928 163,598 165,444 

New Zealand.......2 365 829385 870 17,066 Mexicovssseseeeeeee! 26,321 22,498 136,498 152,952 156/010 

seceeeseceeed F ; ; ; 4 Gile@escacaHbonoces = Zee 2,223 33225 16,110 1 

Bananas. sssscseeee-t 175,624 281,44) 1,451,291 1,614,446 246,601: MexiCovssseseeeeeeet 2374 27185 + ~=—«13,037 15.594 ie on 

ee aa a 10 Le ZO Zoe ereme eC CEUICE rarefeisfoletsielslelsie.s 328 452 5,651 73117 9671 
MEXICO. eeeeeeeeest 227 su 1298+ 1.784 11,298. + | Mexico..cs.ssccadecme I 309 42) | 5.107) 1 6 S75 ne a 

FaPeSseesevevereeet 61,606 33,480 80,412 52,282 127,671 Canddac eae see ll 18 472 "481-4391 

Chile.....sesss++t 60,648 334465 78,817 51,630 108,190: Peppers.....+.++000+3 12,677. 11,134 47,590 7,216 66,372 
ee eae 14 55 16,44) Mexico...cccsececee? 12,370 10,628 45,304 73,561 62,080 

ANgOeSsseeeesereeet? 2,351 25255 5,487 5,513 39,605 2 SquasNeseveeveeeeeeet 54095 7,303 44,785 52,212 51,241 

Mexico..sesesvesee? 1,400 1659 2,758 1,360 32,284 MEXiCO...ccccecccse? 5,062 6,861 44,645 51,015 50,995 

sesseeseeeeee? 54 2,669 3,919 6,296 : TomatoeS.........666: 58,252 59,098 209,484 221,338 316, 

Cantaloupes........: 8,717 36,488 18,940 6 : : : : Ae 

antaloupes........2 8,717 36,488 18,940 65,429 75,122 MexXiCO..ssssseeeeee? 63,962 57,361 208,074 278,786 314,745 
Watermelons........: 11,071 27,992 28/847 59.790 ice eee a Mitieneers 

MexicO..sseeeeeeee: 11,071 27,940 28,729 j ete: ee eae ; ; a tae 
rem Oger aes Te 59,216 85,286: Okra Yereeeeeeeeeeet 81 899 2,807 4,939 18,905 

Corie ; ie ' ' r 24,993 MCX: COs ies eielsleretersiaiers 770 763 1,937 4,447 17,867 
MEXICO. «sss seeeeeet 1,523 SUA7 1d 16 (0660) pula, SOA MINED 27a : : E / 

Chet eee ice Se cue 6,740 9,638 +: Canned Vegetables 
Pineapples.........: 7,752 4.275 397354 ee erica tt Sto 3/0, | 5 'soo nee geet 

se hah ; ; Ricomravasines 11.469 
Mexico vot 3,415 3,088 16,268 12,637 27,761 : China, Taiwan......: 1,655 1,986 6 ,899 ies 
ONGUEAS....0c000.2 3,686 401 19,024 12,891 31,211 : ‘ : 4 Ae a 
Ria ree re pee eee po ae : ey aes 475 867 8,436 10,075 11,583 
: al. cee Ge lO 479 «7,191 | 7278 «8857 
Cn : ee 3,963 10,790 55,306 89,949 68,810 

c : : cece ee eeceecees 4,412 

Mandarins.....+..+. 3,125 3,954 20,627 24,580 35,177: Artichokes.........01 "325 1,027 aoe ey | ee 
ives. .cesgeeesse 33822 (45997 128.565 36,009 49.045 Spain ; ’ 07 6,941 12,898 

Pineapples.........: 14,351 22,301 113,909 85,883 204,769 Morrone TE, 3 oko 9 con aac eee 

Philippines.......: 7,487 11,132 657256 48,211 106639 Chine: naindends ltt Vene. aloes) ou eee en 

Thailandis.ccdsc.s3: 4.16888 9,216) 32:3020 227171 692905 ey aetna tty tose Sine) Lintner 

A i Taiwan......: 1,962 2,938 10,388 13,382 20,843 

Roa ee aay 920 1,449 4,426 5,027 _—-8, 005 

Dried Sut ae aS » RED. Of wees? 365. | 1/917 (OS chSu  se736 
oh Rodeo sc 68 ; 

Turkey, ats tedesete BIT 9 18113) ge 579 sch) 1 a sco eee Te Oe ems 293 3,672 5,000 5,932 
Dates, Pitted......: 589 120 53461 33633 27494: es hd ae 3u0 21670 37222 peer 
Dates, With Pits...: 227 789 «1,865.54 : Ori : 

Raisins-Sultanas...: 376 199 4288 Sie 2 ie od v7 a 

= é ’ ’ . : 

MEXICO..teeceennn0t 359 38 3,651 1,578 4,295 : Tree Nuts : 

: , : Brz. Nuts, inshell..: 136 
rozen Strawberries ; 3,666 3,021 8,304 10,106 18,424 Brz. Nuts, shelled..: 69 oe 1 ee 2 a so 
: ’ , ’ 
Frt. Juice(000 lit)1/: Pasnen Keroelsss-ye0t) 2,969 2,81 

Apple/Peats..:.ccon -G15995e.03606530N B15 ;bs) oad OCD UMSNDIECS elM Indiat 4 ees ee oe sos 1 toca a ete Mme es 

Argentina.........: 6,236 1,896 48,445 61,487 137,347 + Fi Me lic . kis aa 

sous Africas tc.t: BAI) (21 edd Moo onan ca ‘olaMensctiGls sy usie eee ate Soh Pit 2ec ane ceca cmmantase 

Germany, Fed. Rep.: 16,829 97195 15/369 231223 1a2’458_: Pistachios, inchell’: 20 eee ye ee 
Orange, Froz. Conc.: 71,948 171,027 912,843 1,038,167 1,479,901 Eons ed oe eee ee Sate oes 

Brazil........e+062 58,509 160,505 857,406 999,364 1,363°452 a Sk Bes aves. mn ae a gett ech! at aah 
Pineap. NT Conc....: 541 2,973 +:10,979 +~—=«9,360 +” -:197088 : Hops ; 

FiINneapplerConCee ccs, 207ml veloS 67,211 64,528 1107237 : Germany, F i ~ a ee ee en 
es ee ; y, Fed. Rep..: 102 272 «= 4143447854434 
niceties scjovebst We ese plese) © tigma  eeee eee 

186: (1,000 Titers : 32,861 21,330 265,542 285,380 453,222 
rc ete Le ; : Thalyseeseeeeeseeee! 18,703 21,782 156,736 153,828 260,818 
eae EE 1,590. 1,331) 8,450. 9,759 “A isstcs 9 spat sir iets go games 64,649 88,936 

EX UCU saarerers ereloreleleis 1,468 1,196 ; ; : 

Carrots 2/8.ceh eset) SUSig 2,404 Aso ie ice + Cut Flwrs(1,O00units): 

Conadas kee soiigeke 392 a vise ashe menos elas ROSES. «-sseseverereet 15,007 18,113 70,310 91,357 121,395 
Garlic.stocescseseet 1,683 2/311, 3/707. 8°58 hil Gosleticasnet (once ame emt =o ae nr ee is 
Mexico...c...css0! 1,307 2,020. 21083 38208 i569 + Colonbiaccissesmem el’tcel ce/osn meee ume NSC 

: , :  Colombia...........: 61,166 65,830 174,698 370,642 NSC 





1/ Single-strength equivalent. 


NSC: 


May 1984 


2/ May include some frozen products. ; 


Not Separately Classified prior to 1983. Not elsewhere classified 


NEC: 


Horticultural and Tropical Products Division, FAS/USDA 
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